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Road Surfacing Containing Coal Tar

Pre-1980s UK road surfacing materials have the potential to 
contain Coal Tar binder. It is an excellent waterproofing, flexible 
binder that used from Gas Works waste materials but was later 
found to be toxic. 

It was replaced by bituminous binders latterly, but the legacy of 
the material remains in our roads, parks, schools, municipal and 
private developments

The planing of the macadam type material from road surfaces 
could be reused (e.g. as a type 3 material – SHW) if the material is 
coal tar free or is classified as a non-hazardous material. In 
whatever case the material needs understanding.

At Kiwa CMT we design a carry out intrusive investigations for 
road materials including preparation and logging of cores, layer 
separation, material testing and then subsequent assessment of 
the chemical data using a range of techniques including PAH 
double ratio plots and assessment to the Environment Agency 
WM3 classification. 

Creating an investigation plan and identifying (or otherwise) the 
presence of coal tar can deliver significant time and cost savings 
to the contractor.
 
Kiwa CMT carry out this testing on local amenities for local 
authorities, large infrastructure projects and for the small 
developers up to large site contractors. 

Our accreditations speak for themselves Kiwa CMT Testing is a 
UKAS accredited Laboratory.  Details of tests included in our 
current schedule can be seen at www.ukas.org. 
 
We are also CHAS accredited and Constructionline registered 
so you know you can depend on our credentials.

For advice and services on any issues relating to 
Coal Tar Analysis please contact.

Mike Barham
Chief Chemist 

T: 01332 383333
E: mike.barham@kiwa.co.uk 

or alternatively you can speak to any member of the 
Chemistry department on the same number

Kiwa CMT Testing 

www.kiwa.co.uk/cmt


