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Natural England  - Bird Control Licence Changes 
 

Background: 

As we’re sure you’re aware a legal challenge by Wild Justice was brought against Natural England relating 

to the three general licences used to control 16 species of pest birds in the UK. This challenge highlighted 

that the licences were issued with a condition which requires users to be satisfied, but without Natural 

England being lawfully satisfied, that other satisfactory alternative solutions were considered before lethal 

control was applied, as is required by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. As a result of this, on 25th of 

April the three General Licences (GL04, 05 and 06) available to control pest birds in the UK were revoked.   

What now? 

A position statement, containing an indicative timetable, decision flowchart and details on how to apply 

for individual licences, has been produced by Natural England.  

The issue of new licences is to be prioritised. The anticipated timetable, along with specific issues likely to 

be of interest to the food and feed industry is detailed below: 

Priority 1 matters to be issued from w/c 29th April or sooner;  

• Preserving public health and public safety – Feral pigeon 

• Preserving public health and public safety – Lesser Black Backed Gull 

• Preserving public health and public safety – Herring gull 
Priority 2 from w/c 13th May and; 

• Prevent the spread of disease - Feral pigeon 
Priority 3 are to be confirmed 

• Prevent the serious damage to foodstuffs for livestock - Feral pigeon 
 

Three options are available to those needing to control birds currently: 

Option 1: Wait for the new licences 

Natural England has said “If you are able to wait until the licence you need becomes available you can rely 

on this and need take no further action if you satisfied that it covers your circumstances”. 

Option 2: Apply for individual licences 

Natural England has said “Anybody who needs to act within the law to control wild birds before the licence 

they need is ready can rely on a simple online application system for individual licences.” 

Option 3: If lethal control is required before a licence is received 

Depending on the situation it is possible that lethal control is required before getting a confirmed licence 

back from Natural England. 

The process appears to be: 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/797975/natural-england-general-licence-position-statement.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wild-birds-licence-to-control-certain-species
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1. Exhaust all non-lethal control measures 

2. Submit an application for an individual licence (using the link supplied on the previous page)   

3. Conduct the lethal control of the wild bird 

4. Notify Natural England as soon as possible about the action taken and reason 

(birds2019@naturalengland.org.uk). 

 

You can apply for a licence if you are: 

• the land owner, occupier or anyone authorised by the owner or occupier 

• authorised in writing by the local authority 

• authorised in writing by any England, Scotland or Wales conservation body, a district board for 

fisheries or local fisheries committee 

• authorised in writing by the Environment Agency, a water undertaker or a sewerage undertaker 

Once you’ve applied for a licence, that licence will cover you for the bird species and the reason for control 

in all instances in England. 

If you require further guidance Natural England has a general enquiries line on 0300 060 3900 or email 

enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

What next? 

Natural England have confirmed that they want to make sure the licensing system is robust and 

proportionate, that considers the needs of wildlife and people. As such, a planned review of the general 

licensing system will be brought forward to later this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:birds2019@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk


Acheta Technical Bulletin no. 4                                              

© Acheta, 3 May 2019 

If you require further information or advice about issues raised in this bulletin, please contact Acheta at 

office@acheta.co.uk  

This document was produced by  Acheta Consulting Ltd and is intended for information and guidance only. Every effort has been made to ensure that all 

information provided is correct. Acheta Consulting Ltd excludes all liability that you may suffer or incur arising out of the use of this guidance, save where such 

liability arises because of the negligence of Acheta Consulting Ltd. 
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